
Queen's Own
The Official Mercedes Lackey Fan Club

P.O. Box 61831
Irvine, CA 92602 USA
Series 3, Vol. 2, No. 6

June 1, 2016

Great Horned Owl

By

Ellen Million

Heyla, Misty fans.



The end of the school year resulted in another delay in getting the 
newsletter out to you.  A thousand apologies.

Because of the delay, I am writing this after the shooting in Pulse, the 
LGBT-friendly nightclub in Orlando, Florida.  I find myself remembering 
that the first series I read by Misty was The Last Herald Mage, and I was 
totally stunned and riveted to see Vanyel, a gay Herald Mage, as the 
main character.  Before those books it had never occurred to me that a 
gay character could be a protagonist.  I went on to devour Misty’s other 
Valdemar books.  The stories of Tarma and Kethry also shocked me. 
Someone dared to write this?  Someone could write such tales about 
marginalized people, putting them in the center of the stories, and 
actually get those books sold in mainstream bookstores in the regular 
fantasy section? 

I now know that other authors had been doing the same thing for quite 
some time, but Misty’s stories were the first I read.  The instant I found 
out about Queen’s Own, I had to join.  For my persona I created Danya 
Winterborn, a woman who falls in love with a bi Herald who is in a 
relationship with a gay Herald, and I put those characters at the center 
of my own stories, the ones that became fanfiction novella The Danya 
Winterborn Saga. 

For my inspiration I drew on the LGBT people who surrounded me in my 
own life.  I watched my friends, fighting against the horror of AIDS, 
battling against prejudice that was magnified so many times more than 
the prejudice I had experienced in my own life.  As the Heralds fight for 
each other, I started to fight for them.  I continue to fight today as a 
human rights advocate.  It took decades, but I watched my friends win 
the right to be ordained in my church and pass so many other 
milestones, including, eventually, the right to marry the people they 
loved.  This last December I helped a young gay man I met during my 
human rights work to escape from Saudi Arabia where he lived under the 
constant threat of death for being who he was.  He is now safely in 
Canada, but his life is a constant struggle.  He is safer, but not safe.  I 
suppose none of us are ever truly safe, which is why we need real life 
Heralds in our world.

Then I saw the news of the Orlando shooting.  Many of the victims were 
close to the same age as the young man I had helped.  If he had been in 
Orlando instead of in Canada, he might have been in Pulse that night. 
He might have been a victim like so many others whom we lost.  So many 
of my friends could have been there.  (For about 24 hours I thought one 
actually was, though he turned out to have been elsewhere.) 



The young man in Canada told me how afraid he was.  He had felt free to 
wear his makeup and be himself for the first time in his life.  Now he 
didn’t know what to do.  I didn’t know how to advise him.  I watched my 
friends in the LGBT community.  Some originally thought about 
returning to the closet.  But then they began to decide not to let the 
hatred win.  The decided to continue living as themselves.  And I stand in 
awe of their courage.

Their stories deserve to be told.  They are amazing role models in the face 
of adversity.  And I can never thank Misty enough for making me see that 
marginalized people do not have to remain in the margins of books, that 
they can take center stage as well as any other type of character, and 
that heroes like Vanyel can be all the more powerful for having the 
courage to embrace who they are and be themselves.

Zhai’helleva,

Danya

☼

June story prompt:

The Siamese kitten yowled as it wandered through the home. From atop 
a table the white and orange cat watched its progress, wondering why 
kittens had to be so dramatic. The sun was warm and the house was 
quiet, well, except for the kitten, it was the perfect time for a nap. She 
had told the kitten this several times already, but he wouldn’t listen, not 
even after a few swats. The cat settled into a more comfortable position 
and tried to block out the noise the kitten was making.

July's story prompt:

The apprentice set out the tools the master would need to complete his 
task. The job one that took little effort on the apprentice’s part now, 
though when she first started she was often beaten for forgetting a tool 
or appliance.
 
As always, if you would like any story published you can submit it to 
Golden Grove sn.keeper@yahoo.com with Golden Grove in the subject 
line.
 
- Herald Nalei Rayskeline

mailto:sn.keeper@yahoo.com


☼

Publication News:

A Study in Sable: An Elemental Masters Novel is now available!

Closer to the Chest: Book Three of Herald Spy (Valdemar: The Herald Spy) is 
also available for pre-order.  It will be released October 4, 2016.

Remember, Amazon has a Mercedes Lackey page at 
http://www.amazon.com/Mercedes-Lackey/e/B000APZNR0/ref=sr_tc_2_0?
qid=1459664793&sr=8-2-ent 

☼

Ren. Faires:

http://piratefestivals.com/
http://www.renfaire.com/Sites/
http://www.renaissancemagazine.com/fairelist.html
http://www.therenlist.com/fairs
http://www.renaissancefairefestival.com/
renaissance_faire_festival_information_list.htm
http://www.festivaltrek.com/festivals-category/renaissance-heritage/
http://www.festivals-and-shows.com/renaissance-festivals.html

 
☼

Conventions:

DRAGON CON!  Sept. 2-5, 2016.  Atlanta, Georgia.  Misty is scheduled 
as a guest!  http://www.dragoncon.org/?q=where_to_go_hyatt

Please let us know if you find out about any other appearances Misty will 
be making this year.

☼
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Please Write

By

Ellen Million

Member News:

Editors and Chapter Presidents, please send us updated information if 
you have it. 

Local chapters:

The Canada Chapter is starting back up!  I hope to have their updated 
information in the next newsletter.  Who else is still active and who is 
not?

 Arrows OnLine: Contact: Adept Grayfeather k'Varis  (Kristi Reed). 
E-mail: DragonMamaK@aol.com. Arrows OnLine is the AOL 
chapter of QO.  Chats will be held the first and third Wednesdays 
of each month from 8-10 PM ET.  Topics will be posted prior to 
chat, hopefully as soon as a month in advance for book 
discussions.  Although we have the scheduled chat, the 
Companion's Grove is open 24/7, and anyone can come in for 
informal chat.  As far as instructions on how to get there . . . there 

mailto:cvuksa@aucom.com.au


are lots of hoops to jump through now.  Go to the books 
community, find the message board link, then find the "Author A-
Z" message board, and find your way to the Mercedes Lackey 
boards from there.  She's no longer a keyword, but hopefully with 
more traffic in the future that will change.  If you don't want to 
jump through hoops, you can e-mail me directly, and I'll give you 
the links.  The links to the chatroom will be on my "signature" on 
the boards.

 Friends of the Pelagirls:  Contact:  Morghan Savistr'i.  Website: 
http://www.freewebs.com/unchainedatlantic/index.htm.  E-mail: 
elfchilde@gmail.com.  Under new care! Friends of the Pelagirls, the 
Mid Atlantic Chapter of Queens Own, is looking for new members, 
co-moderators for Lists and Subgroups, as well as those who 
would like to attend Writers groups in their area! Please e-mail 
Morghan Savistr'i at elfchilde@gmail.com or visit our new site 
http://www.freewebs.com/unchainedatlantic/index.htm for more 
information! We look forward to growing with you!

 Heartland Arrows:  Contact:  Earthshower k’Valdemar. 
Website: 
http://www.angelfire.com/falcon2/heartlandarrows.  E-
mail:  thewrathofyourmom@hotmail.com.  CALLING ALL 

VALDEMAR FANS!  CALLING ALL VALDEMAR FANS!  Heartland 
Arrows IS BACK!!!!!  If you live in or around Minnesota, Iowa, 
Wisconsin, or Illinois and want to be a art of this great chapter of 
Queen’s Own, please contact Earthshower k’Valdemar at 
thewrathofyourmom@hotmail.com. 

 Queen’s Own (Valdemar Fan Club):  Here’s the Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2202088363/  (This is one of 
our more active chapters at the moment.  Let us know if you see 
any posts from Misty.  “Like” Misty’s Facebook page while your at 
it!)

 Sapphire and White:  Contact:  Ronald Glaser.  E-mail: 
luckystar@abe.midco.net.  We accept members from all over the 
United States, but we technically cover the Great Lakes region, 
including South Dakota, North Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska and 
Iowa.  Heyla there, everyone! Sapphire and White is looking for 
people who are interested in Mercedes Lackey and her works such 
as the Valdemar series and the many other books that she has 
written.  We accept both members and non-members of QO.  You 

mailto:luckystar@abe.midco.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2202088363/
mailto:thewrathofyourmom@hotmail.com
mailto:thewrathofyourmom@hotmail.com
http://www.angelfire.com/falcon2/heartlandarrows
http://www.freewebs.com/unchainedatlantic/index.htm
mailto:elfchilde@gmail.com
mailto:elfchilde@gmail.com
http://www.freewebs.com/unchainedatlantic/index.htm


can contact me for more info at luckystar@abe.midco.net.  I hope 
to have a chat list and maybe a fanzine going soon, but I am 
looking for submissions for that when it gets up and running.

 Valdemar Estate Waystation: Contact: Herald Lily.  Website: 
http://valdemarwaystation.iwarp.com/index.html.  E-mail: 
kalendral_tarma@hotmail.com. Valdemar Estate Waystation has 
expanded. Due to low numbers of anything in Perth, it is also now 
the largest cosplay club in perth   We have cosdays every month 
and Ramen Nite is the first Thursday of the month. We now cover 
3 sections. Valdemar, Horses, Costuming/anime.  Online forum is 
open to all! (come on, we even have a member from Golden 
Grove...:hugs to you:)  Find us at 
http://vewaystation.proboards100.com/index.cgi.  There are 
recent picts of Misty and Larry and some dodgey fun so don’t be 
shy . . .  your mothers weren't, and pay us a visit!

 
 The Vanyel Fan Club:  Contact:  Herald Bastian.  Website: 

http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/vfcindex.htm.  E-mail: 
Herald_Bastian@hotmail.com.  The Vanyel Fan Club is a chapter of 
QO that started out as an independent fan organization. The 
chapter is devoted to fans of Herald-Mage Vanyel Ashkevron from 
The Last Herald-Mage Trilogy by Mercedes Lackey. 

Zines and Newsletters:

Here are the QO fanzines and newsletters that we know about.  Is 
anyone else still publishing?

 Children of Velgarth:  Editor: Kendra Hosseini, aka Healer Adept 
Moonstar: healermoon@gmail.com.   Yes, this zine still exists.  Yes, 
several volumes are finished.  Yes, more will be coming out.  I 
publish new and old personae, even previously published persona 
if asked by members in this new, official QO zine. I will only accept 
what was sent in for your persona to Queen's Own to be 
recognized. Any fan fiction written later should be sent to one of 
the other zines who really need it to keep their zines going. This 
fanzine will be published periodically when it reaches 80 pages or 
so. Zines will be available by e-mail only, and completely free. The 
zines will be in PDF format, which use adobe reader available for 
free from the Adobe website.  We have the first 6 vols. available!

mailto:healermoon@gmail.com
mailto:Herald_Bastian@hotmail.com
http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/vfcindex.htm
http://vewaystation.proboards100.com/index.cgi
mailto:lady_naruto@hotmail.com
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 Golden Grove is still an active fanzine. I just need stuff to print. 
I've got two new issues for anyone who wants to read them, but in 
order to keep up with a quarterly schedule I need submissions. I'll 
take any genera, pics, whatever you like as long as it falls within 
legal guidelines for other authors universes. Original stuff is 
always welcome.  Golden Grove is now a digital publication and is 
sent out via e-mail. For new submissions and subscriptions to 
Golden Grove please e-mail sn.keeper@yahoo.com.  To submit 
stories you have written from the story prompt given above, send 
them to Golden Grove sn.keeper@yahoo.com with Golden Grove in 
the subject line.

If anyone has old issues of Golden Grove and can get them to me 
you can contact me at the email above. If you can scan them and 
get me digital copies that would be great, if not and you are willing 
to part with your copies, I’m willing to pay postage. 

 Herald's Companion: Editor: Karen Bertke, 5694 Scarborough 
Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45238. If anyone has friends stationed 
overseas for the war, let us know and we'll send them a feezil 
mascot (to make anything feezilable).  E-mail:  submission 
instructions: 

1) Subject line must read “For Karen.”  (Anything else will be 
erased as a potential virus hazard.) 

2) Do not use strange fonts, which my computer will not 
recognize.

3) E-mail:it to gbertke@fuse.net.  (This is my father’s e-mail 
address.  Use it for submissions for Herald’s Companion 
only.) 

 Sapphire and White:  Editor: Ronald Glaser, 1202 S. 2nd St., 
Aberdeen, SD, 57401.  E-mail:  luckystar@abe.midco.net. 
Sapphire and White’s fanzine is accepting submissions at 
luckystar@abe.midco.net.  All forms of material can be submitted; 
format-wise if you use Word Perfect please use Notepad.  Fan 
fiction, book reviews and movie reviews are greatly appreciated.

Other Fandoms:

mailto:luckystar@abe.midco.net
mailto:luckystar@abe.midco.net
mailto:gbertke@fuse.net
mailto:sn.keeper@yahoo.com
mailto:sn.keeper@yahoo.com


Please let me know if this information needs to be updated:

 Lois Bujold:  Lois Bujold can be reached at lois@dendarii.com.  "The 
Bujold Nexus" is at http://www.dendarii.com. You can receive 
information about their newsletter, the Dendarii Dispatch by 
contacting  Lyn Belzer, Editor, 25-16 18th St., #2 Long Island City, 
NY 11102.

 Tanya Huff: Nine Above! is a list for fans of author Tanya Huff.  This 
list provides announcements about Tanya's latest work, publication 
dates, and personal appearances.  NA! also provides a forum for 
Tanya's fans to communicate with each other, and will have 
discussion as well as announcements.  Lurking is fine, but 
participation is encouraged.  When you join, we'd love for you to send 
a "hello" to the group at large, telling us who you are! To start sending 
messages to members of this group, simply send e-mail to 
nineabove@egroups.com. 

 L.A. Malcor: Dragonlords of Dumnonia:  L.A. Malcor, 
http://  www.dragonlordsnet.com  , Shashtah@gmail.com.  Book 1 of 
the series, Dragon Heart is out!  You can purchase it through 
Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble’s website, and other online merchants. 
It is available in both Kindle and paperback formats.  Illustrations by 
our very own Laura Cameron!  She is also hard at work on the 
illustrations for the second book!

 Adrian Paul of Highlander: http://www.adrianpaul.net. 

 Michael Praed: Michael Praed Network Newsletter, 
http://fanfare.michael-praed.com.

 Melanie Rawn:  Pandemonium - The official Melanie Rawn club 
invites you to join their ranks.  SASE for more information:  Irena 
Pereira, P.O. Box 18A146 , Los Angeles, CA 90018.

 N3F is one of the oldest general interest SF/F clubs, started in 1941. 
Members meet by snail mail and E-mail:to discuss SF, Fantasy, and 
Horror genres. (Some gather at cons, too.) We have plenty to offer the 
hungry SF/F/H fan!  Members receive Tightbeam, the club's quarterly 
zine, and The National Fantasy Fan, our bi-monthly zine. For 
inquiries, please snail mail me at N3F Secretary, Dennis Davis, 25549 
Byron Street, San Bernadino, CA, 92404-6403. Check out our website 
at  http://www.simegen.com/fandom/n3f. 

./%20http://www.simegen.com/fandom/n3f
http://fanfare.michael-praed.com/
http://www.adrianpaul.net/
mailto:Legend@malcor.com
http://DRAGONLORDS.dragonfire.net/
mailto:nineabove@egroups.com
http://www.dendarii.com/
mailto:lois@dendarii.com


 Doctor Who and other Media: The Prydonians of Prynceton, P.O. 
Box 3194, Princeton, NJ  08543-3194.

☼

Dragon Guard

By

Ellen Million

Collegium News:

We hope to have some new personae to announce soon!  Watch this 
space for welcome notices.

We have individual handouts for aspiring Heralds, Healers, Bards, Blues, 
Mercenaries, Tayledras, Shin'a'in, and White Winds 
Sorcerers/Sorceresses and instructions on how to work for Herald-Mage 
status if you are already a Herald or for a Kal'enedral if you are already a 
Shin'a'in.  You can find these handouts online at 
http://  www.dragonlordsnet.com  /qohandouts.htm  .

Here is the old information:  You need a release form (online at 
http://  www.dragonlordsnet.com  /qomlrel2.htm  ) if you write a story set in 
Misty's worlds or using any of her characters.  You do not need a release 

http://DRAGONLORDS.dragonfire.net/qomlrel2.htm
http://DRAGONLORDS.dragonfire.net/qohandouts.htm


for a character sketch, poem or filk.  All Misty wants to do is protect her 
characters and her worlds. 

The address that appeared at this point in previous newsletters no longer 
works.  Message me at shashtah@gmail.com when you get to the point of 
submitting a release form, and I’ll see what I can find out in the way of 
new instructions.  (I think Misty now has her fanfiction licensed under 
Creative Commons.  Can someone check that out?)

All personae materials should be sent to the QO address or submitted by 
e-mail to Shashtah@gmail.com and healermoon@gmail.com. 

We have some personae who have not been formally announced yet.  Is 
yours is one of them?  Let us know! 

If you are a returning member who has recently activated your 
membership in Queen’s Own and we have forgotten to list your welcome 
message, contact Danya at Shashtah@gmail.com, and she’ll make sure 
you are greeted in the next newsletter.

☼

Lost . . .

One of the challenges running an online club is that people don’t always 
leave a forwarding address when they move <g>.  If you are activated on 
the Persona List and still listed as “missing” below, let me know.  I just 
forgot to delete the “missing” reference in the newsletter.  We are missing 
current e-mail addresses for just about everyone at this point.  If you 
need your email address updated somewhere on the QO site or for the 
mailing list, let me know.  (Legend@malcor.com still works, but I am 
switching to Shashtah@gmail.com.) 

(We will start generating this list again as I see e-mails start bouncing.)

☼

From Healer-Adept Moonstar:
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I write my heart bruised with the recent tragic loss of Anton Yelchin, for 
those of you who may not recognize the name, will likely remember the 
very young Chekov in the Star Trek reboots. He had such a promising 
career. 

My heart broken with the Orlando shootings. Like my co-president 
I was introduced to Mercedes Lackey with Vanyel. I was given Magic’s 
Pawn when I was 13 by a friend of mine who said “here you will like this, 
the main character is gay.” At the time, in 7th grade I was trying to cover 
up my own bisexuality. I was worried there was a sign over my head that 
she could see, I was worried she was going to out me to the other kids, 
and I was worried that I was doomed. In reading about Vanyel I came to 
realize it was okay, I was okay and maybe even capable of great things. 
My friend is still a dear friend of mine and she never did out me, I never 
came out until after high school. As you can probably guess my friends 
already knew even though I thought I was great at hiding it. I graduated 
in 1992, and in northern Colorado at that time, there were not the LGBT 
resources that are now available. I think the best sense we can make of 
the senseless is to be there for each other, and to love our friends for 
being themselves.

On wonderful notes; literally the day after I wrote my last article I 
accepted a full time position nearby. The position offered me significantly 
more than my last job and I am enjoying it. I am working with 
wonderfully professional people and I am learning a great deal. 

I have vacation coming up in August, the newsletter waiting on me 
may be late as my family and I are taking a cruise to Mexico for a week. 
It will be my son’s first time to Mexico, and my husband and I’s first time 
to these particular ports.

I hope our summer improves and all of you are able to take time to 
relax and enjoy time with your family and friends and most importantly 
take time for yourself.

☼

Personals: 

 Ellen Million Graphics is releasing a new collection of fantasy 
coloring books for (so-called) grown-ups: Mermaids, dragons, 
angels, and fantasy horses, oh my! Find these and more at 



http://www.ellenmilliongraphics.com/coloringbooks.php

 Northwest Visions Studio--Art by Laura Cameron. Mixed Media 
Paintings & Drawings, Fine Art Prints, Commissions, Illustration. 
Visit her website at:  http://www.lauracameron.net/

 Dragon Heart by Linda A. Malcor is out in paperback and ebook! 
Art by Laura Cameron.  You can find it on Amazon and Barnes and 
Noble as well as at other online outlets.  (Some Barnes and Noble 
brick-and-mortar stores are also carrying it.)  Get updates on the 
series at https://www.facebook.com/malcor.dragonlords/ 

 From Angela K. Scott/ Herald Alora Vadel (Angela Rip Scott-Cox--
as formatted on Facebook):  I continue to sell off everything I own 
& make, many misc. items (including Misty related) on Ebay, as I 
am in crisis & this is my only source of any inadequate income & 
truly in desperate need! http://www.ebay.com/usr/affliktedangel?
_trksid=p2047675.l2559 Things under my business name "AKS 
Creations" -card packs, stationery, bookmarks, art prints, jewelry 
& etc. Also, I'm still available for commission work.  You can 
contact me at UnicornAlora2@aol.com.  

 From Marianne D-B:  My sister, who died a couple years ago, was 
a huge Mercedes Lackey fan. I used to read the books with her, 
and we loved discussing them. She has a number of prints of Larry 
Dixon’s that I imagine some fan would like to have. I’m happy to 
sell them reasonably. They are all framed prints, each about 9 1/4” 
x 12” (framed size). Here’s what I have:

Darkwind & Vree, 1991
Firesong, 1991
Darkwind & Elspeth, 1991
Starblade & Hyllar, 1991
Tre’valen & Dawnfire, 1991
Silverfox & The Returned Tribe, 1991
Elspeth & Gwena, 1991
Iceshadow, 1991

You can contact me at duddyburkem@aol.com.

☼
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Queen's Own is the official Mercedes Lackey Appreciation Society.  Our 
purpose is to share our enjoyment of Misty's worlds.  We are a fan-run 
not-for-profit organization, not a business.  Our address of publication: 
P.O. Box 61831 Irvine, CA 92602 USA.

This newsletter is published solely to inform and entertain the club's 
membership; no infringement of anyone's copyrights is intended.

Newsletters are published on (or near) the first of each month.

Editor/co-President: Herald-Mage Adept Danya Winterborn (L.A. Malcor 
Shashtah@gmail.com)

Healer Adept Moonstar, co-President (Kendra Hosseini, 
healermoon@gmail.com)

The art for this issue is provided by Ellen Million.  All images are 
copyrighted.  Please do not reuse them without permission.  If you would 
like your art to be featured in the online version of the QO newsletter, 
send .jpgs to Shashtah@gmail.com or hardcopy to Queen's Own, P.O. 
Box 61831, Irvine, CA  92602. 

Fanmail Note:  If you send fanmail to Misty at this address, please 
include stamps for forwarding.  We no longer charge dues, so we do not 
have the funds to pay for your postage.

The online version of this newsletter will be available with artwork at 
http://  www.dragonlordsnet.com  /qonews.htm   within a few days. 

Zhai'helleva,

Herald-Mage Adept Danya Winterborn
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